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SB: well, Alan, it just keeps getting better!

AJ: there was definitely no failures today – it was a great response.  After getting the result against Hibs mid-week, you’re thinking sometimes it might go a little bit flat.  But the boys responded today and there was definitely no failures.

SB: six goals and could’ve been a lot more.

AJ: yeah, we were creating chances and I was delighted for Gavin getting his hat-trick.  He had a chance in the first half and was unlucky and we said to him at half time: keep doing the runs your making and the goals will come.  And, right enough, they did.

SB: it’s good for the youngsters to be getting a chance

AJ: yeah, well, we’ve got a lot of talented young players.  At the end of the day, no one is guaranteed a place.  It just depends on how well you’re doing.

SB: and that hat-trick shows the other youngsters that the opportunities are there…

AJ: yeah, the opportunities are there – keep producing performances like that then you’ll be in the team

SB: and, of course, we talked before about the competition that’s in the squad.. and I was speaking to Paul Burns there and he was saying that he’s going to find it hard to get in.
AJ: that’s it: nobodies an automatic choice.  The team’s been playing really well.  Burnsy’s a great addition to the squad.  He’s a top player; obviously I played with him here.  He’s a goal threat and he can play in numerous positions as well.  It’s a great signing for the team.  We’re going to have a lot of games coming up as well, so the squad’s going to be stretched to the limit.  
SB: and it says a lot for the way the club is at the moment that Paul’s prepared to make that step down and come back here

AJ: yeah, well, he knows how ambitious we are and how well we want to do… and he wants to be part of it, so we’re delighted to get him on board.  Hopefully, with him alongside us, it’ll make us stronger.

SB; and of course there was three goals from Gavin today but the goals are coming from all over the park

AJ: yeah, even Nicky Clarke getting another goal and Kevin Smith coming off the bench shows you the competition for places.  And obviously Derek Lyle wasn’t playing today, so, there’s definitely a bit of competition for places.

SB; and, of course, another clean sheet.

AJ: yeah, I was saying to the boys after the game: it’s brilliant scoring the goals but at the end of the day we need clean sheets as well and it’s fantastic for their confidence to be producing that kind of performance

SB: and apart from the penalty that they had just on half time, I think they only had one other chance in the game.
AJ: yeah, we totally dominated the game.  We pressed them high up the pitch, as we’ve been doing.  We’re creating chances: little Dan Carmichael and Willie Gibson were causing all sorts of havoc out in the wide positions 

SB: and the other pleasing thing is that they actually came here as league leaders and had been scoring goals for fun up until today

AJ: yeah, I think they’d scored nineteen goals in seven games – so we knew it was going to be a tough game so to get a clean sheet against them speaks a lot about the boys and not just about the defenders but the whole team defending as a unit

SB: back to the top of the table, and hopefully you’ll keep that going

AJ: yeah, we’re all just gutted that there’s the break, because you want to keep the momentum going.  The teams being doing really well and you want to just keep playing week in, week out.

