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SB: Well, Alan, a decent result this afternoon…

AJ: a great result.  Any result at an away ground like this, we’d take any day.

SB: of course, you were a bit concerned that the international break would break the momentum, and it was a bit of a slow start…

AJ: yeah, we started really slowly.  To be fair to Ayr United, they started well and they’ve got a couple of strikers up there who were causing us problems to start with.  But once we settled down and started passing the ball then we started creating chances again.

SB: they did link up well to start with, especially in the opening twenty minutes – up front, Michael Moffat and McKinnon… playing very well.

AJ: yeah, I’d seen him last year.  At the end of the season I went to see him playing for Clydebank Juniors.  It just shows you the type of players that can come through from the junior ranks.

SB: and, of course, coming back – showed a bit of character to come back from behind twice.

AJ: I don’t remember that happening much last season.  It shows you the belief and the confidence the boys have got; they didn’t let their heads go down.  You can see it in their performances; I’m absolutely delighted.

SB: and another couple of goals for young Gavin…

AJ: yeah – he’s a handful, isn’t he?!  His movement was different class today, and the way he took his goals.  Paul Burns, as well: his energy in the middle of the park; I though he done really well and obviously he created the second goal for young Gavin.

SB: and, of course, he got on the score-sheet himself

AJ: yeah, he’ll bring that to the team.  He’s a goal-scoring threat and he’s got good energy, to get about the park as well, and that’s the way we want to play so I’m sure he’ll turn into a great signing throughout the season.

SB: and, of course, that’s the first two goals that you’ve lost in the league this year…

AJ: yeah, I think with having the break, it’s caught us unaware and we started really slowly.  It was slack goals… just poor goals to lose, and you can’t really afford to do that against any team.

SB: but – to come to Somerset, and score four?

AJ: yeah – brilliant.  We could have scored more, as well.  I thought we created a lot of chances again... but it’s pleasing to score four goals. 

SB: I don’t suppose there’ll be too many teams that can come here and actually go away with that kind of result

AJ: nah, I said to the boys at the start of the game.  I’ve looked at their squad and they’ve got a lot of top quality players and I think they’ll be challenging towards the end of the season.  So, to have a twelve point gap on them already is really pleasing 

SB: and, of course, it sets you up nicely ahead of Tuesday night

AJ: it’s a massive game. The boys are going to go out there and just play the tempo we’ve been playing, and give it a go.

SB: I was just saying to Lee: Rangers record at home this season speaks for itself but away from home… they’ve been struggling.  Would you have preferred that fixture to be reversed and had them at Palmerston?

AJ: obviously, with them playing at home, they’re going to be favourites.  Them having the international players and whatever… so it would’ve been good to play at Palmerston.  But, it’s a good occasion for the boys to go and play there.  A lot of the boys haven’t played at Ibrox before so it’s great experience for them and I’m sure they’ll learn a lot from it.

SB: obviously they want to go there and win but… I guess they’ve just got to go and enjoy the occasion?

AJ: I hate that – when people say: go and enjoy it.  I don’t enjoy it if they’ve got the ball and they’re passing around us or whatever.  We’re going there to close them down and hopefully try and get a result.

SB: so, certainly not going to make up the numbers?!

AJ: that’s it: naw, I never agree with people saying: go and enjoy the occasion – that’s brilliant, you getting there.  We’re going to try and win a game of football.

SB: and, of course, you feel that you’re there on merit?

AJ: yeah.  We’ve got good young players.  Young Gavin Reilly today, with his movement, and Nicky Clarke up front as well … they’re causing all kind of problems today… and they’ll do that against any type of player 

SB: and, of course, you’re going to be without a couple of your midfielders that were out there.  Stephen McKenna and Paul Burns both missing out on the Rangers game.

AJ: that’s a major blow.  Stephen McKenna’s been unbelievable this season – just breaks up the play continually… and he’s actually getting on the ball a lot more this year.  And obviously Paul Burn’s has come in and is doing a marvellous job as well.

SB: despite Rangers being in the third division, you will be going in to this one as underdogs…

AJ: definitely.  They’ve got top international players.  But the boys can see what kind of standards they need to reach to reach that level 

SB: and, I guess a bit disappointing that the fixture didn’t go ahead when it was scheduled to start with 

AJ: yeah, it would’ve just have kept the momentum going but, at the end of the day, we’ve got the result which was a massive one for us today, and now we can concentrate on the Rangers game

SB: and heading up there with, I think, it’s 1200 tickets that’s been sold so far… so, Queens fans are coming up there to support you as well

AJ: yeah, we’ll need them to get right behind us.  It makes a difference when you’re fans are there.  I’m sure the boys will do them proud.

SB: when you sit back and look at the results you’ve had… if you look at the first few games.. can you quite believe the start that you’ve actually made?

AJ: I can, because I’ve seen the talent that was there.  And the energy from all the young lads, and the desire to go and win and improve.  And that’s what we’ve proved this season.  But we’re realistic to know that you can’t stand still and you’ve got to keep on improving, and you’ve got to work harder… cos everbody will see us as a scalp… and that’s what we’ve got to keep doing

SB: but, better to be up there as that scalp to catch!

AJ: that’s what I said at the start of this season: the confidence is massive.  You can see the confidence in the way they came back there: they never gave up.

